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Healthcare IT Leaders Embrace Federal Interoperability Plans 
CHIME and HL7 see new interoperability roadmap as an important step towards realizing the promise of 

health IT; Organizations underscore need to incorporate critical standards under development for Stage 

3 Meaningful Use 

 

ANN ARBOR, MI, October 17, 2014 – The federal government’s top health IT advisors Wednesday 

made important recommendations on how public and private stakeholders should progress towards 

interoperability in healthcare.  Leaders from the College of Healthcare Information Management 

Executives (CHIME) and Health Level Seven International (HL7) embraced the recommendations of the 

JASON Task Force, calling them a significant step forward in achieving the promise of information 

technology in healthcare. CHIME and HL7 also highlighted the need to incorporate critical enhancements 

to standards currently under development for Meaningful Use Stage 3. 

 

During a joint meeting of the Health IT Standards and Health IT Policy Committees, federal officials 

discussed new details regarding a national interoperability roadmap and outlined concrete 

recommendations meant to improve the appropriate access and use of health data.  The JASON Task 

Force said that a solid foundation for interoperability should utilize public APIs, advance modern 

communications standards, such as HL7’s Fast Healthcare Interoperability Resources (FHIR®), and use 

Meaningful Use Stage 3 as a pivot point to initiate this transition. 

 

FHIR is a simple-to-use format that can improve interoperability for a range of technologies, including 

EHRs, patient-centric solutions and mobile applications.  A next generation standards framework created 

by HL7, FHIR combines the best features of HL7’s Version 2, Version 3 and CDA® product lines while 

leveraging the latest web standards and applying a tight focus on implementability. 

 

“The discussion and the recommendations of the JASON Task Force represent an evolution in thinking,” 

said CHIME President and CEO Russell P. Branzell, FCHIME, CHCIO. “The updated roadmap and the 

recommendations put forth by the JASON Task Force incorporate a tremendous amount of stakeholder 

input and articulate the challenges facing our industry much more completely than previous efforts.” 

“The prioritization of standards-based interoperability and a commitment to long-term policymaking will 

enable healthcare to benefit from information technology in very tangible ways,” said Charles Jaffe, MD, 

PhD CEO of HL7.  

 

CHIME and HL7 believe important recommendations were accepted by the full Health IT Standards and 

Health IT Policy Committees. HL7 and CHIME also support allowing time to make Meaningful Use Stage 

3 more impactful with the inclusion of key standards that are still under development.  “There remains a 



disconnect between artificial government timelines and the realities of standards and technology 

development,” Branzell said.  “This highlights a principle concern with how health IT policy is created, 

adopted and implemented at the federal level.”  

CHIME and HL7 are committed to collaboration in the advancement of health IT initiatives such as FHIR 

and support government efforts on the interoperability roadmap. 

 

About CHIME 

The College of Healthcare Information Management Executives (CHIME) is an executive organization 

dedicated to serving chief information officers and other senior healthcare IT leaders. With more than 

1,400 CIO members and over 140 healthcare IT vendors and professional services firms, CHIME 

provides a highly interactive, trusted environment enabling senior professional and industry leaders to 

collaborate; exchange best practices; address professional development needs; and advocate the 

effective use of information management to improve the health and healthcare in the communities they 

serve. For more information, please visit www.cio-chime.org. 

 

About Health Level Seven International (HL7) 
Founded in 1987, Health Level Seven International (www.HL7.org) is the global authority for healthcare 
information interoperability and standards with affiliates established in more than 30 countries. HL7 is a 
non-profit, ANSI accredited standards development organization dedicated to providing a comprehensive 
framework and related standards for the exchange, integration, sharing, and retrieval of electronic health 
information that supports clinical practice and the management, delivery and evaluation of health 
services. HL7’s more than 2,000 members represent approximately 500 corporate members, which 
include more than 90 percent of the information systems vendors serving healthcare. HL7 collaborates 
with other standards developers and provider, payer, philanthropic and government agencies at the 
highest levels to ensure the development of comprehensive and reliable standards and successful 
interoperability efforts. 
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