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Dear All

Re: The EHR Special Interest Group meeting Memphis

The meeting in Memphis was an extraordinary (3 day) effort by a large and very diverse group which is committed to the introduction and development of EHR systems in healthcare. The almost impossible challenge of dealing with the negative ballots unfolded in a very productive manner - the two major concerns being clarity and simplification. The aim and commitment is to a positive ballot - which will go out after the San Diego face to face.

For those of you who left before the final session on the third day - there are no obstacles to going to ballot prior to the meeting in San Diego - but it is clear that the proposed work plan is already very tight indeed and the possibility of a positive response in a shorter timeframe is, at best, limited.

The outcomes of the meeting are:

1. A starting outline of functions based on collaborative input at the

meeting:

The outline is available at: http://www.hl7.org/ehr/documents/public/documents/FunctionsOutline.asp
2. A separation of functions into three groups: direct care, supportive and infrostructure. Group 1 and 2 are at present direct care - the rest are supportive or infostructure.

For definitions see: http://www.hl7.org/ehr/documents/public/documents/High-level_defs_from_EHR_Meetings.asp



3. The care settings - both definitions and the functional profiles - are to be realm specific. That is, these will be balloted within national affiliates and within the US.

4. Definitions of the priorities - Essential Immediate, Essential future, Optional and Not applicable

For definitions see: http://www.hl7.org/ehr/documents/public/documents/PriorityDefinitions.asp
5. A plan of how to proceed - we need your input and collaborative effort as soon as possible and will be calling for volunteers in an email shortly.

Each of the milestones cannot slip -

The tracks are:

A: To finalise the outline

B: To agree the definitions

c: To seek public comment and sponsorship

D: To review comments and prepare ballot (In HL7 format - html)

The SIG (larger group) need to keep on track and will only deal with one of these at a time - sequentially. We will have 5 smaller groups working on:

i: The direct care functions and descriptions

ii: Supportive functions and descriptions

iii: Infrastructure functions and descriptions

iv:  Publication of the document

v: Care settings and profile

We will call for volunteers shortly...
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