HL7 Attachment Workgroup Meeting – Jan. 2011
Our primary goal was to establish consensus on a project proposal to develop attachment standards that use CDA Templates, to make them compatible with Electronic Health Records and be interoperable with National Health Information Exchanges.  

Before we could determine the scope of work for a project proposal, we first had to do some educational level setting on CDA, CCD, and the ‘Health Story’ DSTU guides.  We had Liora Alschuler give us an overview of CDA and the use of templates.  Additionally, we reviewed slides on CDA and CCD from a previous webinar.  Other reference documents were provided: CDA Quick Start Guide, CDA Framework, CCD Standard Implementation Guide, and a power point on CCD.  We reviewed the P2PPHR Implementation Guide that is based on the CCD.   We also reviewed the structure of the ‘Health Story’ implementation guides for their reuse of templates from the CCD.  
We preformed a gap analysis of clinical data content between :

1) health story’s Op Note and the Op Note section of the Clinical Reports attachment

- Found only 8 different elements:

2) health story’s History and Physical with the attachment’ History and Physical

- Found over 20 differences - 

3) health story’s Unstructured Guide and attachment Patient Information Unspecified Content


- Practically identical.

Health Story project acknowledges the use of the clinical data content from the Attachment standards.  However, due to the health story business case, they only utilized the narrative elements.   
Other guides could have been compared (e.g. Discharge Summary), but the group made the decision that it was necessary for the Attachments to have separate documents from health story, so that codified elements could be included (e.g. Anesthesia code and Duration).  
The scope of work will include the current five attachments designated for HIPAA, plus the Patient Information Unspecified Content (PIUC) and Children’s Preventive Health Services.

The strategy will be to complete two phases; with the initial phase to publish the PIUC, and the second phase will complete the remaining guides.  The first phase will be targeted for completion before an NCVHS hearing schedule for the fourth quarter 2011.   All the remaining guides must be completed before the NCVHS meeting scheduled in the first quarter of 2013, in order to meet the ACA regulations of adoption by Jan. 2014.  In addition to the standards, we will document what we believe should be included in the operating rules for attachments.   
To meet this timeframe, we will need to make a request, and secure funding/support from HL7. 
We will also work closely with Structured Documents workgroup on their new Consolidation Project for the health story guides.  Brett Marquard gave us an update on the project.
With unanimous approval from our workgroup, the project proposal was drafted and will be discussed on our next conference call.  We will also discuss the procedure to request funding for the support from HL7. 
