Lab Automation Mission/Scope

Mission

The goal of the Laboratory Automation Special Interest Group is to develop a chapter of

triggers, messages, and segments that serve the specialized needs for communications with  automated clinical laboratory systems, instruments, devices, and information systems as  used in various implementations of clinical laboratory automation.

Background

This Special Interest Group originated with a subcommittee of another standards development  organization, NCCLS, which was one of five NCCLS subcommittees developing prospective  standards for laboratory automation. In addition to Communications With Automated Clinical Laboratory Systems, Instruments, Devices, And Information Systems, these other standards  projects include Specimen Container / Specimen Carrier; Bar Codes for Specimen Container  Identification; Electromechanical Interfaces; and Systems Operational Requirements,  Characteristics, and Information Elements.

Early in its deliberations, the NCCLS subcommittee on Automation Communications realized that its best option for development of a communications standard was to use HL7 triggers,  messages, and segments. Although the initial draft of such a chapter was done by the  NCCLS subcommittee, this draft chapter has been transferred to the Lab Automation SIG  which has several of the same members as the NCCLS subcommittee, and NCCLS has  agreed that HL7 is the appropriate organization to complete the development, review, and  approval of this chapter. In return, HL7 has agreed to permit NCCLS to reprint this chapter,  after HL7’s ballot approval has been completed, within the entire NCCLS standard on  communications as part of its series of laboratory automation standards.

 Projects

The initial project is to complete a chapter of triggers, messages, and segments for ballot

approval and inclusion in version 2.3. Subsequent projects will be to develop models of

information flows between the various systems and to work on including the Lab Automation  section in HL7 version 3.x. Additional projects are not defined at this time.

