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The Problem

Creation of an instance conforming to a particular CDA 
Implementation Guide may require knowledge of:

CDA R2 base specification;
HL7 Version 3 data type specification;
CDA templates defined in the particular IG;
CDA templates referenced by the particular IG;
Terminology code lists defined/referenced by the particular IG;

Validation of an instance conforming to a 
particular CDA IG may require:

W3C Schema validation;
Schematron validation;
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A Solution

Create an “authoring schema” that simplifies the creation 
and processing of a particular CDA IG:

Clinically meaningful XML element and attribute names;
100% transformable into conformant CDA IG;
Hides certain CDA complexities (such as moodCodes, fixed 
attributes, etc).

We call this strategy: greenCDA
greenCDA schemas are modular, corresponding to CDA 
templates.
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The Process –
build the greenCDA module
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The Process –
create a conformant instance
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An example –
build the greenCDA module

<result>
<resultID>
<resultDateTime>
<resultType>
<resultStatus>
<resultValue>
<resultInterpretation>
<resultReferenceRange>

</result>

greenCDA schema

Requirements
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An example –
create a conformant instance

Conformant CDA instance

<result>
<resultID>
<resultDateTime>
<resultType>
<resultStatus>
<resultValue>
<resultInterpretation>
<resultReferenceRange>

</result>

greenCDA instance
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greenCDA Implementation Guide
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Describes greenCDA
process;
Contains a complete 
greenCCD
(HITSP/C32 
conformant) example.
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greenCDA Implementation Guide
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Contents
File Description

Implementation Guide Implementation methodology

green_ccd.xsd Sample greenCCD (HITSP/C32) schema

green_cda_narrative.xsd An XHTML subset for the greenCDA narrative block. 

green_ccd.xml A sample XML instance conforming to green_ccd.xsd

green_ccd.xslt An XSLT 2.0 transform to convert green_ccd.xml to 
normative CDA XML (conformant HITSP/C32). 

normative_cda_output.xml The result of running green_ccd.xslt against 
green_ccd.xml

cda.xsl A display stylesheet for viewing 
normative_cda_output.xml in a browser
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Thank you!


