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What does the name HL7 mean?

“Health” represents the domain of focus. HL7’s domain includes 
clinical and administrative data.

"Level Seven" refers to the highest level of the International 
Organization for Standardization (ISO) communications model 
for Open Systems Interconnection (OSI) – i.e., the application 
level. 

“Health” represents the domain of focus. HL7’s domain includes 
clinical and administrative data.

"Level Seven" refers to the highest level of the International 
Organization for Standardization (ISO) communications model 
for Open Systems Interconnection (OSI) – i.e., the application 
level. 

Health Level Seven is an American National Standards Institute
(ANSI - accredited Standards Developing Organizations (SDOs).
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The Organization

HL7 is headquartered in  Ann Arbor, MI,
and, like most of the other SDOs, is a not-
for-profit volunteer organization. 
Its members—providers, vendors, payers, 
consultants, government groups and others who 
have an interest in the development and 
advancement of clinical and administrative 
standards for healthcare—develop the 
standards and other products. 
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HL7 Organization
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HL7 Steering Divisions

Foundation and TechnologyDomain Experts Technical and Support ServicesStructure and Semantic Design

Steering Divisions

Anatomic Pathology 
Anesthesiology 
Attachments 
Cardiology 
Clinical Guidelines 
Community Based
Health Services 

Emergency Care 
Government Projects 
Health Care Devices 
Imaging Integration 
Laboratory 
Patient Care 
Patient Safety 
Pediatrics Data Standards 
Public Health Emergency
Response (PHER) 

Pharmacy 
Regulated Clinical Research
Information Management (RCRIM)

Conformance 
Infrastructure & Messaging 
Implementable Technology
Specifications (ITS) 
Java 
Modeling & Methodology 
Security 
Service Oriented
Architecture (SOA) 
Templates 
Vocabulary 

Arden Syntax 
Clinical Context
Object Workgroup (CCOW) 
Clinical Decision Support 
Electronic Health
Record (EHR) 
Financial Management 
Genomics 
Orders & Observations 
Patient Administration 
Personnel Management 
Scheduling & Logistics 
Structured Documents 

Education 
Electronic Services 
Implementation 
Marketing Committee 
Process Improvement
Committee (PIC) 
Project Services 
Tooling 
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Products: Messaging Standards

Version 2.x (current is 2.6 published 12/07)
XML Encoding Rules for v2 Messages
Shared Messages
Transport Specification – Minimum Lower 
Level Protocol (v2 and v3)
Transport Specification - ebXML
Version 3.0 (2008 Normative Edition in 
publication)
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Products: Infrastructure 
Standards

Master file structure infrastructure
Role-based access control
Infrastructure Management
Refinement, constrain and location to v3 
messages
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Product: Models

Reference Information Model
Data Types
Common Message Element Type
XML Implementation Technology 
Specification - Structures



© 2009Health Level Seven ®, Inc. All Rights Reserved. HL7 and Health Level Seven are registered trademarks of Health Level Seven, Inc. Reg. U.S. Pat & TM Office.© 2010 Health Level Seven ®, International. All Rights Reserved. HL7 and Health Level Seven are registered trademarks of Health Level Seven, International. Reg. U.S. TM Office.

Electronic Health Record
Functional EHR-S Standard today
Interactions for ER-S and Functional PHR-S

EHR Behavioral Health Functional Model
EHR Child Health Functional Model
Scheduling
Notifiable Condition Report
Personnel Management

Products: Application



© 2009Health Level Seven ®, Inc. All Rights Reserved. HL7 and Health Level Seven are registered trademarks of Health Level Seven, Inc. Reg. U.S. Pat & TM Office.© 2010 Health Level Seven ®, International. All Rights Reserved. HL7 and Health Level Seven are registered trademarks of Health Level Seven, International. Reg. U.S. TM Office.

Products: Application (2)

Implantable device cardiac – follow-up 
device summary
Clinical Genomics – Pedigree
Accounting and billing
Claims and reimbursement
Medical Records: Advice and consent
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Products: Documents

Clinical Document Architecture
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Products: Decision Support

Arden Syntax
Virtual Medical Record
GELLO: Common Expression Language
INFOButton
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Products: Regulated Studies

Structured Product Labeling
Annotated ECG
Individual Case Safety Report
Drug Stability Study
Regulated Product Submission
Common Product Model
Periodic Reporting of Clinical Trials 
Laboratory Results
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Products: CCOW

Clinical Context Management
Application Protection Package
Manager Protection Package
User Authenticator Package
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HL7 Claims Attachments 
Secure HL7 Transactions Using Internet Mail
HL7 Security Service Framework
CDA R2
Common Audit Message
Standard Guide for Implementing HL7 EDI 
Communication Security
HL7 Version 2.x Message Profiling Specification 
Continuity of Care Document (CCD)
And growing…

Implementations Guides
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Strategic Initiatives

Lead the development of global health informatics 
standards.
Streamline the HL7 standards development process.
Facilitate HL7 standards adoption and implementation.
Define overarching and internal interoperability 
framework.
Ensure broad and encompassing stakeholder 
engagement in standards development process.
Align HL7’s business and revenue models to be 
responsive to national bodies while supporting global 
standards development.
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SAEAF

SAEAF is a framework for accommodating 
inter/intra systems communications through 
services much as we support messages 
(both version 2 and 3) and electronic 
documents (i.e., CDA) today. 
Transition to this framework will occur in a 
standard way and with standard expected 
properties where and when it makes sense.
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http://www.hl7.orghttp://www.hl7.org

HL7: To Learn More…


