












The first HL7 meeting in the
New Year is always exciting. This
meeting will be the first for some
new officers and new Board 
members in that role.  Bob Dolin
will serve as vice chair (as chair-
elect) and Jill Kaufman as secretary.
New Board members are Stan Huff
and Don Mon.  We also welcome
Catherine Chronaki as the affiliate
representative to the Board. We

thank Chuck Meyer for his years of service, and Frieda Hall as 
outgoing secretary. We also thank outgoing Board members Liora
Alschuler, Kai Heitmann, MD, and Wes Rishel for their years of
dedicated service to HL7.

Many positive results have come from the reorganization of
HL7.  HL7 has grown large and diverse with many work groups.
Recognizing that communication among groups is a challenge, 
the Technical Steering Committee (TSC) and the Steering Divisions
have put new management procedures into place. Perhaps the
most productive is project management that enables HL7 and its
leaders to have some understanding about what work is being
done and what progress is being made. The TSC has asked each
work group to create and share a S.W.O.T. (Strength, Weakness,
Opportunity and Threats) analysis and three year work plan. I
strongly encourageall work groups to submit these documents as
soon as possible because they will serve as additional input to 
the HL7 Strategic Roadmap for 2009. The 2008 Roadmap has now
been deployed and will guide the strategic direction of HL7. The
TSC has also created a newsletter to increase the awareness of what
is happening in the Working Group and I urge you to share your
news through this format. The work of the ArB in creating an
Enterprise Architecture for HL7 Architecture is commendable and
essential in moving HL7 forward; it will influence the work in HL7.

At the Vancouver Board meeting, I asked the members of 
the Board to identify their top three strategic priorities. Tooling, 
working more effectively and harmoniously with other SDOs (US
and international); creating a working relationship and partnership
with the clinical community; refining the HL7 business model and
creating a new financial model are among these top priorities. I
have formed groups within the Board to flesh out these priorities
and to create specific action items to pursue these strategies.
Marketing also continues to be a top priority. 
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The Affiliates have continued to grow and have become an
increasingly important part of HL7. Not only are the creative and
intellectual contributions from that community important, but
global standards and global healthcare are being demanded by
governments, industry and consumers. How HL7 will serve that
community as well as meet the needs of nations and regions will
be a challenge. The issue of the US Affiliate continues to be
debated and discussed. I anticipate this issue will be resolved
soon. I congratulate the Affiliates and particularly HL7 Greece 
and its leaders for an outstanding IHIC meeting in Crete in
October 2008.

HL7 has agreed that one Working Group Meeting each year will
be held outside the United States. This agreement seems highly
desirable for an international organization. IHIC 2009 is being
held immediately prior to the May Working Group Meeting on May
8-9, 2009 in Kyoto, Japan. The May Working Group Meeting will
take place in Kyoto May 10-15, 2009. I urge all HL7 members to 
support and attend these meetings. This support is critically important
from a financial perspective and makes a statement to the 
international community. 

Finally, I would like to congratulate again all the folks
involved in creating the e-Learning courses and the Ambassador
program. HL7 continues to attract persons interested in working
together to produce global standards. There are many factors that
influence successful standards development. It means timely work,
attention to detail, accepting compromise, and thoroughly 
understanding the requirements of other groups. Standards cannot
be global unless they meet all of the requirements from all 
participating countries and groups. Working together as well as
with other groups is critical to producing required quality standards. 

HL7 is a volunteer organization; without our volunteers, 
HL7 would be unimportant and non-productive. Although more
organization and ÒrequirementsÓ seem to be the direction in which
HL7 is moving, the leadership of HL7 is still listening and fully
appreciates the needs and concerns of its membership.

Have a great and productive meeting! See you in Orlando.

W. Ed Hammond, PhD
Chairman of the Board, Health Level Seven, Inc.¨
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The following HL7 Work Groups will conduct
co-chairs elections at the January Working
Group Meeting in Orlando, FL:
¥ Anatomic Pathology

electing one co-chair
¥ Attachments

electing one co-chair 
¥ Child Health (formerly Pediatric Data

Standards)
electing two co-chairs 

¥ Clinical Genomics
electing two co-chairs 

¥ Clinical Interoperability Council
electing one co-chair 

¥ Clinical Statement
electing three co-chairs 

¥ Electronic Health Records
electing two co-chairs 

¥ Financial Management
electing one co-chair

¥ Generation of Anesthesia Standards
electing one co-chair 

¥ Health Care Devices
electing one co-chair 

¥ Modeling & Methodology
electing one co-chair

¥ Orders & Observations
electing four co-chairs 

¥ Patient Care
electing one co-chair 

¥ Patient Safety
electing one co-chair 

¥ Process Improvement Committee
electing one co-chair 

¥ Regulated Clinical Research Information
Management
electing two co-chairs 

¥ Scheduling & Logistics
electing one co-chair

¥ Structured Documents
electing one co-chair 

¥ Vocabulary
electing one co-chair 

Upcoming Co-Chair Elections

Register Online!
It is quick, easy and convenient...

www.HL7.org
For more information, please 
contact the HL7 Registration 

Center at (+1) (734)677-3126 or
e-mail: reginfo@HL7.org

Upcoming Meetings

Kyoto, Japan
May 10 Ð 15, 2009

Working Group Meeting  
Kyoto International Conference Center

Atlanta, GA
September 20 Ð 25, 2009

23rd Annual Plenary & Working Group Meeting 
Sheraton Atlanta Hotel

Phoenix, AZ
January 17 Ð 22, 2010
Working Group Meeting

Pointe Hilton at Squaw Peak Resort



If you’re staying at the Hilton in the WALT DISNEY WORLD®
Resort, you'll be right within the Downtown Disney Resort®
area. Set amidst 23 beautifully landscaped acres, the hotel is
next door to the Downtown Disney Marketplace, Pleasure
Island, Downtown Disney's Westside, and Cirque de Soleil.

You’ll have easy access to WALT DISNEY WORLD® Theme Parks:
Magic Kingdom, Animal Kingdom, Disney Hollywood Studios,
and Epcot Center. And you can visit other nearby theme parks
such as Cypress Gardens, SeaWorld, and Universal Studios Orlando.

In addition to being home to some of the largest theme parks
in the world, Orlando also boasts first-rate entertainment
complexes with state-of-the-art movie theaters, a science 
center, parks and gardens, and an array of other entertaining,
educational and unique attractions. Take a trip to the Kennedy
Space Center, discover casino cruises, or tour the Florida
Everglades and beaches.

Dining
Nobody combines thrilling entertainment and delicious food
better than Orlando area dinner theaters. From Broadway
musicals to hilarious hoedowns, your many options will leave
you satisfyingly full and happily entertained. Enjoy dinner
theater featuring themes such as Pirate Adventures, Medieval
Times, Arabian Nights, Detective Mysteries, Hawaiian Luaus
and more.  

Shopping
Sporting an eclectic mix of luxury department stores, upscale
boutiques, outlet malls, antique shops, farmers markets and
entertainment complexes combining shopping with dining and
entertainment, Orlando has been propelled into the spotlight
as a major player in the retail market and a virtual shopping
mecca. Orlando offers an abundance of stores for the serious
(or casual) shopper in you. From shopping centers and malls
to antique shops and markets, you’re bound to find just what
you’re looking for in Orlando.

Nightlife
After a long day of meetings, you owe it to yourself to get
out and enjoy the fabulous nightlife that Orlando has to offer.
If you feel like laughing until it hurts, catching a concert or
dancing the night away, you’ll find so many choices for the
perfect evening. Orlando, with its many nightclubs, lounges,
pubs, bars, concert venues and evening “happenings” is the
perfect place for those night owls whose fun begins when the
stars come out.

Photos and excerpts of the above courtesy of 
the Orlando/Orange County CVB and Hilton in the 

Walt Disney World Resort. 

The Orlando Area, Florida

Health Level Seven, Inc.®

January Working Group Meeting

Hilton in the 

Walt Disney World® Resort

Lake Buena Vista, FL

January 11–16, 2009
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Early Bird Registration Cutoff—December 5, 2008
Online Registration & Hotel Cutoff—December 12, 2008

Now offering certification testing on Version 2.6!
See page 5 for details




