XML CHEAT SHEET

Cardinality

*
0 or more

+
1 or more

?
Optional (1 only)


Required (1 only)

Elements

Element names must begin with a letter or underscore. Characters allowed include letters, digits, underscores, hyphens, and periods. White space is not allowed. Element names are case sensitive.

Elements must have both a start tag and an end tag. Each tag begins with < and ends with >. When surrounding content, the start tag name is surrounded by <> (e.g., <patient.sex>) and the end tag name is surrounded by </> (e.g., </patient.sex>)

Attributes

Attribute names must begin with a letter or underscore. Characters allowed include letters, digits, underscores, hyphens, and periods. White space is not allowed.

Attribute values can contain white space. Attribute values are delimited by and must be enclosed in quotation marks.

Processing Instructions

Begin with <? and end with ?>

Can occur anywhere in an XML document

Begin with the name of the application and are followed by instruction data

Well-formed document

Has at least one tag following the prolog (root tag)

All elements must be nested and may not overlap

All elements must have balanced start and end tags

Empty tags must end with />

Attribute values must be enclosed by quotation marks

There must be declarations for any entities used

An entity reference always starts with &. Predefined XML entity references include:

&amp;
= &

&lt;
= <

&gt;
= >

&quot;
= “

&apos;
= ‘

Separators

,
Enforces order of elements in a grouping (grouping is enclosed by parentheses)

· An “or” separator for elements

Sandy Boyer

