HL7 VOCABULARY WORKGROUP (aka Vocabulary Technical Committee)

Conference Call Minutes – 2010-10-21
This call has been scheduled for 60 minutes duration today.  It is being held on Thursday, October 21, 2010 (as per planning decision at the Cambridge WGM).  The time for this call is 4:00PM Eastern DAYLIGHT Time (GMT-4).  The call is at 8:00PM GMT.  
DIAL IN NUMBER:  770-657-9270  Passcode:  598745
Present:
Ted Klein  (chairing), Jim Case, Russell Hamm, Wendy Huang, Joyce Hernandez, Kristi Eckerson, Rob Hausam, Sandy Stuart, Brian Schwallier, Ron VanDyne, Moon Hee Lee, Sundak Ganesan, Lloyd McKenzie, Kate Hamilton
	ITEM
	Status/Discussion/Actions

	1. Roll Call and Agenda check

· Ted Klein
	· No changes to posted agenda.

	2. Announcements

· Ted Klein
	· Core Principles ballot did not pass.   We will work through the comments, and redraft what is necessary.  Because this next inter-cycle period is so short, we will not go into ballot with Core Principles again until the May 2011 cycle.
· Funding has been approved for processing the harmonization approvals in this coming November cycle.  There are very few proposals this cycle, it may only require two days.

	3. Action items review

· Ted Klein
	· SNOMED Licensure and Affiliate agreement for HL7 (Ted, Russ, Jim) – At the IHTSDO meeting last week it was recognized that this is a need for all SDOs, not just HL7.   A formal process for licensing to SDOs directly is under discussion.
· Put together a PSS for post-coordination policy (Beverly and Ted) – Not yet completed.  Sundak requests to be added as a resource on the project.
· Use of IHTSDO workbench by HL7 members (Russ) – HL7 members through our liaison relationship are in fact authorized to use the IHTSDO workbench, but the access is restricted to those individuals who are citizens of nations that are also IHTSDO members (so our German colleagues for instance will not be able to access it at this time).
· Put together a PSS for preferred terminology procedures to support Terminology Guidance structure in CP (Ted) – Not yet done.
· Determine funding for next harmonization cycles approvals processing (Ted) – Call into John Quinn, not connected yet.

	4. Foreign-language Specific Vocabulary Submissions
· Jim Case
	Status –    Does HL7 have a policy for vocabulary requests in languages other than English?  No workgroup policy currently exists.  
Discussion –   HL7 uses US English currently.  We have not yet seen requests in other languages.   Lloyd expects to see requests soon from Canada to capture displaynames in French.  This is not just for submissions to IHTSDO, as it is likely to involve HL7 code systems (such as ActMood, etc.).   This must include both the language the proposal is written in, as well as the content proposed (e.g. foreign language display names and definitions).  
Action – Jim volunteers to setup a Wiki page for this.   We will discuss further on the next call.

	5. Nominations for Vocabulary Cochair Position
· Ted Klein
	Status –    Russ Hamm’s term as vocabulary cochair is up at the January WGM in Sydney, Australia.  Nominations for this position are open.
Discussion –   Jim Case nominates Russ Hamm to another term, Sandy seconds.  Rob Hausam nominates himself, Jim Case seconds.  
Action –  Ted will submit these names to HL7 HQ.

	6. Core Principles Ballot Comment Reconciliation
· Ted Klein
	Status –   There were 6 major negatives on chapters 4 and 5, one of which was resolved in Cambridge.  There were 40 minor negatives in these two chapters, of which 4 were resolved in Cambridge.  We will continue to work through the remaining 41 outstanding negative comments on conference calls, where the time spent on this activity will be timeboxed to 30 minutes.
Discussion –   We discussed and reconciled 3 major negatives on the call today, all from Lloyd.  They were item 66 removal of Code System Entity:   11/0/1    item 97 removal of Reference Realm:   12/0/0   and item 111 reference to the MIF in the vocabulary model section:   12/0/0   We have one major negative on chapter 5 left.
Action –  We will continue on the next call.

	7. Project Scope Statements

· Beverly Knight/Heather Grain
	Status –    F&T approved the Glossary project (joint Vocab and Publishing) on the call on Tuesday.  From the WGM, Ted is to put together a PSS for a joint Voc/AP project on Value Set Groups.
Discussion –   This has been implemented in other places, such as in PHINVADS at the CDC.   Sundak may want to be part of this project.  IHE is moving forward with this idea, and we need to have broad agreement on how value set groups should be documented and distributed so as not to inhibit interoperabilitiy.
Action –  Ted will get the PSS for this joint project ready for approval on the next call.

	8. Binding Syntax Project

· Ted Klein
	Status –    Wiki continues to have updates from Frank, Lloyd, and Ted.
Discussion –   We do not have time to go over any details on the Wiki on this call today.
Action –  This item will be moved closer to the front of the agenda to get some time on the next call.

	9. Handling of Minutes for the Vocabulary Workgroup

· Ted Klein
	Status –    Ted discussed the HL7 policies around minutes with Ken McCaslin in order to clarify the requirements so that we can figure out how to implement these policies for our call minutes and WGM minutes.
Discussion –   Russ expressed a preference that they continue to be sent to the list in addition to being uploaded to the website.  Ted agreed to try to upload to website after a day or two and any corrections be applied.
Action –  

	10. Next Conference Call

· Ted Klein
	Status –  The next call is scheduled for two weeks from now on November 4, 2010.  Note that Ted will have limited availability for this call, as he will be at the ISO US TAG post-plenary meeting in Washington DC, but is scheduled to be over by 4PM.   
Discussion – The call was brought to order at 4:05 PM EDT with roll call, Ted Klein chairing.  Meeting was adjourned at 4:41 PM EDT.    Minutes taken by Ted Klein. 

Action –  Next call confirmed for Thursday, November 4, 2010 at 4:00PM Eastern Daylight Time.


Parking Lot List (items that cannot be progressed):

	Parked Item
	Date Parked
	Reason for Parking

	· Inquire with IHTSDO about making the WB available to interested HL7 members.  Access to WB data model for comparison to MIF (Russ)
	8/26/2010
	Still awaiting the IHTSDO phone call to be scheduled.  Calls have been skipped due to summer vacation schedules of participants

	· A formal process should be established (through project scope statement) for vocabulary maintenance that includes timelines, allows for interdependencies, and leverages the Vocabulary metamodel as and when developed.  Define the requirements and analyze the gaps for tooling to support and implement the process.  We acknowledge the requirement for funding to progress this project.   Status Update:  the following discussions have taken place.  (Jim Case/Russ) – No progress at this time; awaiting results from analysis task below.
• The scope of vocab wg for managing HL7 vocab should be revisited

• Structural terminology would still be managed by HL7 vocab (perhaps) but other terminology content might be managed by an terminology international SDO

• Priority – high

• Should be bounced off at SD and ultimately TSC

• This is a pragmatic approach to terminology maintenance

• Questions exist on how and if this wg would handle value set definitions/registry. 
· Add scope statement for compositional functionality to project task funnel (Russ/Beverly) – Initial has been released for comment to the chairs.  This will be reviewed by the chairs and posted to the list (with revisions if necessary).
· It would be advantageous to develop a transition plan to move from HL7 terminology management to the integration of internationally governed terminologies into HL7 processes.  This should be done for all vocabulary domains, and V2/V3 have different levels of quality in the data representations.   As of V2.7 all terminological concepts have been removed from the published component.  Design reference sets in a similar domain in V3 and say that it could be used also in V2.  Is it possible in the context of the movement towards standard vocabularies to take into consideration the broader need and be consistent?

a. Action: prepare a proposal that identifies the issues and preferred solution for consideration of the international council.  (Jim Case/Russ) – Nothing more has been done on this.
b. Action:  will quantify the size of the problem to support preparation of a scope statement. (Jim Case) – Nothing more has been done on this.
i. Review specific examples (SpecimenAdditives) in order to quantify the difficulty associated with mapping and SNOMED CT error correction or subset creation.  Identify policy and process issues likely to result from attempts to process this issue (Jim Case) – Nothing more has been done on this.
c. Action:  Present the question of the legal status of our use of SNOMED-CT and the WorkBench as the terminology repository question to IHTSDO. (Russ) – Nothing more has been done on this.
	9/22/2010
	No progress on any of these items and sub-items for four meeting cycles (8+ weeks).


