Minutes of Templates WG

Thursday 14th May : Q2

Joint with : SD, PC, Vocab
By Richard Kavanagh, with some additions by Mark Shafarman (annotated:  MS*)

(attendance list at end)
Cecil Lynch presents "Template Registry OWL as an Option" - clynch@ontoreason.com

· Includes demonstration of tooling
· Inferencing engine based on "listeners" in real data flows

· Observation: Tool could be used to test one (template) model is a child of another.

· MS: requests CL to circulate a presentation on that subject.

· Stan Huff: Comments on the value of using mature technologies rather than the various "new" technologies that are invented by other players in this area.

· Bob Dolin: documenting templates, how do they do it, how would our tool do it?
· Keith Boone: Presentation is Educational, though feels there is probably minimum impact on the templates registry.

MS*:  This open-source software shows great potential for adding an ‘ontology’ layer to a templates registry. This type of functionality could be a business requirement for an ‘advanced’ template (or artefacts) registry. I will ask Cecil to provide us with links to this project.  
MS*: Some further details from Stan Huff:

-     It’s written in Beta version of OWL-2; currently supports the ontology’s of Snored-Ct, Rx-Norm & Loin.
· OWL allows this type of ontological analysis across template/modelling paradigms, including opener, Toluene, Dam’s, etc.

· This is being used at IHC, and was first developed at NCI.
Bob Dolin presents "CDA Implementation Guides for CDA Release 2 - CDA for Public Health Case Reports"

· Access Database used for generating CDA Implementation Guides

· Different types of templates, Document, Section, Clinical Statement, and Supporting Information.
· Bon Dolin: Has a few questions relating to templates DTSU, these will be dealt with at a future time.

· Comment : Why have OIDs been used to identify individual templates (with no use of the V3 II datatype “extension” attribute )

· Response: This was a design decision taken sometime back within StrucDoc WG.
· MS*: Christof Gessner and several others also brought up the question of the ISO standard for Registries. We need to investigate its relevance to the Template Registry Business Requirements, and to other HL7 registries (e.g. the OID registry).

· Request (William Goossen): Could the OWL Tool output be used as input to the database for templates? 
· MS*: Cecil replied that this is possible, but that we would have to work through (as always) the details.
General Discussion items (to be continued)
· Comments: How do we harmonise templates across different registries? MS*:  there are two parts to this: a) we need to specify the administrative & management parameters for a harmonization process; and b) we need to work out the technical details and procedures.
· Comments: Does HL7 host the definitive registry? MS*: this is an open question. The current “Templates Registry Business Requirements” project does not yet address this question. When we have finished the business requirements this question should be addressed with the Tooling WG and other interested parties.
· Comments: [KC/Kevin Coonan]] Important next step to move from "textual" representation of templates to "formal models" of templates. 
· Comments: Do we use OWL as a technical interchange format for templates (albeit an interim measure) – we need to support the HL7 DSTU metadata as well as the W3C schema information.
Questions
· Question: Are existing templates available in DSTU XML format (Bob Dolin has "challenges" with the format).  MS*: in terms of the HL7 V3 methodology, the HL7 XML ITS supports the formal HL7 v3 definitions of the template’s structure and identification.  However, the HL7-v3 structures do not support the expression of the constraints defining a particular template in a fully computable/executable form.  In the CDA r-2 world, the SDWG has pioneered the use of X-path and Schematron to be able to express most constraints (up to around 90%) in a computable format.
· Comment: [Bob Dolin]: Not seeing how anything discussed that will help in the near term with StrucDoc CDA r-2 implementation guides. 

· Note from MS: I talked later with Bob about this. One of the issues since the January 09 WGM has been the lack of attendance at the Templates WG conference calls, and hence the lack of coordination of work and planning for this meeting with the other interested parties and working groups.  We agreed to communicate and coordinate much more actively.  There is another major immediate need that Bob mentioned: the SDWG needs tooling to more easily create, manage, harmonize, catalog (etc.) the templates needed for the CDA r-2  implementation guides.  This is a very high priority in the US at this time, and these tools are needed within the next 6 months—  given the US government’s emphasis on standards integration and supporting the computerization of medical records.
· Motion : [William Goossen ] "The WG should collate existing and documented templates, no matter the different styles of templates in use, together with how they are being created, used and maintained. This information should be added to the HL7”wiki" - [Against 0 : Abstain 3 : For : 32 ]
Action items (MS*)
-     Gathering current status of projects/work as well as requirements from all interested parties (bottom up). This will also allow us to use the HL7 Templates wiki (available first week in June) to share information and also to start learning from each other (and perhaps avoiding duplication) early in the project.
-     Finish creating high level business processes (top down).  Note this is part of the current HL7 “Templates Registry Business Requirements” project.
-     If you have trouble singing up to the:


templatesrepository@lists.hl7.org or templates@lists.hl7.org  

email list severs let me know and I'll work with HL7 HQ to get you on the list. (Some affiliate members have had trouble signing on to the HL7 list servers.
· please send Mark and Richard a list of days, times (and country where you reside) so we can start putting together a rotating conference call schedule that inconveniences us all equally.
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