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1. Preliminary Events

The Members identified themselves and their employers.  
The minutes of the October 2010 meeting were approved as presented.
2. Tues Q1: Joint mtg w GS1 - Specimen Identifiers 
It was reported that the College of American Pathologists (CAP) raised with DICOM WG-26 the issue of identifying and labeling specimens.  Harry and Helmut described the DICOM container identifier feature and relationship between the container and specimen content identification.  DICOM images have a (globally) unique identifier.  The container may not have a unique identifier.  If there are multiple specimens in the container, each specimen’s location also needs to be identified.

They further noted that the lab information system (LIS) and electronic health record (EHR) implementations will need to harmonize/synchronize the various identifiers now used in healthcare.

Harry described the further complication that that specimen slides may be imaged again and again with different staining.  The LIS must keep track of the specimen processing when the imaging occurred; this may be captured in the Specimen Module of the image.

Christian and Brad described the features and system of GS1 identifiers, a numerical / machine readable system organized around “keys.”  To generate a GS1 identifier number one has to be a GS1 member, the cost of which is not justifiable for a single practitioner identifying a small number of specimens a week.  

It was suggested that the slide / cassette / container manufacture should apply the unique code of the 14 digit product Global Trade Identification Number (GTIN) with a serial identifier up to 20 digits.  This would allow unique and permanent identification of the container that could be linked at time of use to specific patient and specimen related data elements by the LIS or EHR.  The GTIN/Serial UID might be supplemented with additional institution-specific labels.

3. Tues Q2: Joint mtg w Anatomic Pathology 
WG-20/IIWG  joined the HL7 Anatomic Pathology Work Group for a joint meeting.  Formally, the joint meeting was hosted by APWG, and therefore its minutes are official; a summary of the discussion is provided here.

a) Image annotation and reports 

A presentation on the PAIS project (https://web.cci.emory.edu/confluence/display/PAIS) was made by Fusheng Wang. The goal is to develop a powerful and general pathology image markup method (with an initial target of brain cells) that will allow research based on image analysis.  The PAIS project is a collaboration of 5 institutions, led by Emory University. It has close ties to the caBIG AIM project for radiology image markup; Daniel Rubin (Stanford) is involved in both.
Discussion followed which emphasized that this project is still focused on the needs of research, rather than clinical practice of pathology which is the initial interest of DICOM in pathology imaging.  The clinical need does not yet exist and nor is PAIS ready for clinical implementation.  AP Co-Chair Victor Brodsky noted that this is the future direction for image annotation but did not disagree with the pure research nature of the project at this time.  

Harry Solomon described that what is needed for standardization is placing the artifacts of processing (data structures for the output of analysis functions) in the context of workflow between independent applications.  He noted that DICOM has segmentation and image annotation objects but it is not known whether they could handle the massive quantities of data involved with specimen annotation; and since this image annotation is similar to the needs of cytometry, it should be further discussed in the standards exploration between WG-26 and the cytometry societies (ICAS and ICCS).  He also noted standards development should commence 5 years before clinical implementation is expected.  

b) Specimen identifiers 
Jeffery Karp of CAP reported on the communication about the DICOM WG-26 meeting in Feb. 2011 which pointed to the need to launch a project for addressing the interoperability of barcodes.  The possible participants in the project were proposed.  The WG-20/GS1 joint meeting was summarized, and a technical discussion followed including the following topics:

· Human readability requirement – ACTION: verify and identify regulatory basis.

· Machine readability 

· Dual readability
· Evaluate all possible solutions (not just bar codes)
· Identify use cases

A motion passed unanimously to initiate an HL7 project with the sponsorship of APWG, IIWG, and Orders and Observations WG, addressing the interoperability of specimen identifiers and labels.  Liaison will be made to the CAP committees dealing with this topic, IHE Anatomic Pathology, the Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute, and GS1.  The APWG will organize tcons over the summer to draft the project scope statement, with a target of a face-to-face kickoff at the September HL7 WG meeting.
c) Pathology orders and workflow
APWG together with IHE AP are beginning work on a project to improve the quality of information coming to the pathology department in the order from the specimen collection procedure (surgery or interventional radiology).  The project will be led by Wendy Scharber.  It is an outgrowth of the CAPRIT pathology/radiology expert panel convened by the US Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, whose results are expected to be published this summer. 
Harry noted that IIWG is very interested in this topic for the accurate inclusion of references to peri-operative imaging during the biopsy or part collection, including both guidance imaging (X-ray, ultrasound, MR) and photographic imaging (e.g., of specimen as excised).  The latter might use smart phones that have a connection to the PACS; and the use of the PACS as a conduit for order-related information needs to be addressed.
A motion passed unanimously to initiate an HL7 project with the sponsorship of APWG, IIWG, and O&OWG, addressing pathology orders.  Liaison will be made to IHE AP, and to professional societies associated with the workflow (surgeons and interventional radiologists).  The APWG will organize tcons over the summer to draft the project scope statement, with a target of a face-to-face kickoff at the September HL7 WG meeting.

Harry reported on DICOM WG-26 addressing imaging workflow in the digital pathology environment, dealing specifically with worklist management and two Change Proposals on modality worklist protocol codes for staining and whole slide images.

4. Tues Q3: HL7 IIWG/DICOM WG-20 Planning
In the afternoon session the members (Behlen, Koenig, Solomon) discussed and updated the 3-year project plan adding several new projects.  The updated plan has been posted to the DICOM ftp server (the plans are also posted on www.hl73tf.org .)  In general the members reviewed all DICOM activities that have impact on HL7 and specified projects to assure orderly and timely coordination between DICOM and HL7.

In the process of the update it was discussed whether the ISO 12052 standard (the container for the DICOM standard) needs to be updated when additional parts are added to DICOM.

ACTION: 
The Secretary to review the ISO document.

5. Tues Q4: Joint Mtg with Structured Documents WG

WG-20/IIWG  joined the HL7 Structured Documents Work Group for a joint meeting.  Formally, the joint meeting was hosted by SDWG, and therefore its minutes are official; a summary of the discussion is provided here.
a) Report on Supplement 155

Harry explained the proposed structure of the radiology reports CDA Implementation Guide, which is intended to facilitate the development of specific templates for individual specialties and types of radiological procedures. It provides the framework for the 100+ clinical templates developed under the RSNA Reporting Initiative to be transformed into CDA templates, allowing the rich specialized details in the reports while keeping them consistent and focused.  He noted that the RSNA Reporting Initiative will promote structured reporting.

b) IHE Cardiac Imaging Report CDA Implementation Guide

Harry presented the IHE CIRC template, with emphasis on consistency of documentation using tables (rather than individual conformance requirement statements) for the non-technical user. A consistent structure for the tables was developed for the document, section, and entry levels.

c) Veterinary Radiology Report CDA Implementation Guide
Michael Martin of Clemson University presented the rationale and process of the development of the proposed reporting system (evaluation of XML, HL7 v. 2.6, and HL7 v3 CDA) and asked the SD for feedback and confirmation of the reporting concept and proposed format and content.  The major issue is the appropriate use or extension of the CDA r2 Header to accommodate veterinary patients.  The SD Co-Chair encouraged the submission of the Implementation Guide for HL7 balloting and vote as a way to provide the requested feedback.
d) DICOM Supp. 150 – Radiation Dose Summary

Helmut presented DICOM Supp 150 that addresses communication of dose summary information to imaging and clinical information systems (that kind of dose information can also be tracked in EHRs and used for quality assurance purposes).

Calvin Beebe commented on the representation of irradiation authorizing in Supp 150 that should be modeled as CDA participation. Harry thanked the commenter and committed to forward it DICOM as the balloting is still open.
e) CDA consolidation project – ballot reconciliation
The remainder of the session was devoted to addressing ballot comments on the CDA consolidation project, which includes the Diagnostic Imaging Report Implementation Guide.  H. Koenig and H. Solomon commented on the need to maintain a “universal realm” implementation guide for imaging and procedure notes, as that is their current form.   Lengthy discussion followed on the appropriate way to describe the US and other realms and on the scope of this project.  More input was solicited from all members of the SD Work Group.

6. Wed Q1: Joint Mtg with Orders and Observations (O&O) Work Group

WG-20/IIWG joined the HL7 Orders and Observations Work Group for a joint meeting.  Formally, the joint meeting was hosted by O&OWG, and therefore its minutes are official; a summary of the discussion is provided here.
Harry reported on the action at APWG / IIWG joint meeting on the Specimen Identification projects, noting the that plan is to develop the project scope statement (PSS) this summer and bring it back to the Work Groups in September.  There was a short discussion on the possible numbering scheme with GS1; it was also noted that the container manufacturers have not yet been involved in this process but their buy-in is important.

Harry next discussed the project proposal for the Implementation Guide for anatomic pathology orders.  The work product would improve the quality of the request to the pathologists.  This would be a Version 2 implementation guide.  There was a short discussion whether this would be more appropriately an IHE project.  It was noted that likely the same people would work on wearing an IHE hat.   

Due to the absence of some O&O co-chairs, a vote on O&O co-sponsorship of the two projects was deferred until Q2.  In Q2, O&O voted unanimously to cosponsor the Specimen Identification and Pathology Orders projects with APWG and IIWG.

Helmut presented the work of DICOM Supp 150, which includes a transcoding to CDA of the key radiation dose data.  He emphasized that this is for transmission to the HIS and accumulating an individual patient’s dose from all modalities for recording in the EHR.  He noted that this recognizes and anticipates German and US regulations.  It was decided that probably no special HL7 messaging trigger event is needed for this message content, as its workflow would be similar to any lab report whose values are accumulated into the patient’s record.  It was noted that the HL7 Patient Safety Work Group would be interested in this topic.

ACTION: 
Harry Solomon to contact the Patient Safety Work Group to coordinate.

Note:
Harry attended the PSWG meeting Wed Q3, and it was agreed to hold a joint IIWG/PSWG meeting in September.
7. New Business
No new business was discussed during this meeting.
8. Future Meetings
Tcons to be held during the summer to develop the APWG/IIWG/O&OWG project scope statements.

Next face to face in connection with HL7 in San Diego (Town and Country Resort)

Tentative meeting times for the September HL7 meeting

Tuesday Sept. 13

Q3 – II /WG 20 –  General WG business and Preparation for Joint meetings plus any new business

Q4 – II & Structured Documents - DICOM CDA IGs (SD Hosting)

Wednesday Sept. 14

Q1, Q2, Q4 as needed -II /WG-20 - (Vocabulary, etc.)

Q3 – II & Patient Safety - Radiation Dose, contrast adverse events, etc  (PS Hosting)

Thursday Sept. 15

Q2 - AP, II & OO – Specimen ID and labeling, Pathology Orders (OO Hosting)

Also of interest on Thursday:

Q1 - OO & Clinical Genomics –  AP may want to join that session as well.
9. Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m. on Wednesday, May 18, 2011.
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