Regulatory Documentation
Personal Performance versus Medical Direction

Global Concurrency Rules
· An attending anesthesiologist may supervise up to two residents concurrently
· An attending anesthesiologist may supervise up to four CRNA’s concurrently
· An attending anesthesiologist may not be the sole practitioner in one OR while a resident or CRNA/CRNA’s is/are being supervised by that same anesthesiologist in another OR.
Teaching Physician Rules

Personal Performance

If an attending anesthesiologist is supervising a resident, the service must be “personally performed” in order to be reimbursed.  The attending may allow the resident to perform portions of the procedure under direct visual supervision.
A “bridging statement” in the medical record is necessary to link the resident’s documentation to the attending’s personal performance.  For example, a preoperative note bridging statement could include:
· A brief statement of the patient’s condition and planned procedure

· Indicate that the patient was interviewed, examined, and the medical record was reviewed

· Refer to the resident’s preoperative note and indicate agreement and/or areas of correction

· Indicate an assessment and anesthetic plan

Concurrency

As of January 1, 2010, an attending anesthesiologist may bill for the time component of both cases where residents are being supervised concurrently.  There is a question as to whether there will be a requirement that the attending anesthesiologist not be relieved by another anesthesiologist to qualify for full payment.

Attestation Statement

The attending anesthesiologist who is supervising more than one resident or CRNA must document that he/she was present for all critical events and immediately available throughout the procedure.  Documentation of specific critical events, such tracheal intubation, is not required, but adds credibility.
Billing Compliance

· Templates and pre-formatted comments facilitate documentation, but must not be automatically added without specific action on the part of the billing physician.
· The critical elements of anesthesia documentation must be present in all medical records to support the physician bill

