Mission 
The goal of the Emergency Care (EC) Work Group is to bring the unique understandings and perspectives of the emergency health care enterprise to the HL7 standards process. Because effective function of emergency care is mission critical to the entire healthcare system, and because emergency care represents care-settings quite unique from all others, this group seeks to be a reliable source of information and support for the HL7 standards mission. It will accomplish this goal through participation in the HL7 standards development processes.
Charter 
Work Products and Contributions to HL7 Processes
· Provide a forum for discussion of needs and requirements definition for Electronic Health Record Systems for Emergency Care. 

· Develop specific functions—based on needs and requirements---for Emergency Care EHR Systems. 

· Inform and advise the HL7 Standards Development process with respect to EC specific functions, such as the creation of Conformance Criteria, and a Minimal Function Set (MFS) for the EC Care Setting, according to need. 

· Help establish criteria for interoperable documents, applications, and systems to achieve working interoperability across Emergency Care settings. 

· Help establish use cases for coordinated care of patients moving through the EC setting. 

· Use established HL7 methodologies to define EHR requirements, including privacy and security requirements, as well as requirements for interoperability as it relates to the emergency care domain. 

· This group recognizes that some of its activities will fall within the scope of other TCs and working groups. Therefore, the EC working group will collaborate with appropriate TCs and working groups to help produce the appropriate standards, including messages and standard documents, to meet EHR requirements, applicable to the EC setting.
· Formal Relationships with Other HL7 Groups
The EC working group must interact with other technical committees and working groups to create standards in support of EHR function and interoperability. These will include:
· Patient Care WG – The EC working group will need to closely coordinate its activities with the Patient Care-WG to inform its efforts vis-à-vis patient goals, problems, care plans/critical paths, assessments, and histories and physicals. 
· EHR-WG - The EC working group will need to closely coordinate its activities with the EHR-working group to facilitate HL7’s mission of designing standards to support the sharing of electronic health records, especially through the EC environment. 
· Vocabulary WG – There is specific interest in the EC working group concerning vocabulary, since eliminating sources of ambiguity is critical in many EC functions. 
Informal Relationships with Groups Outside of HL7 
There are a number of active and potential informal relationships with domestic as well as international groups outside of HL7. Formal relationships will be governed by what are approved by the HL7 Board. We do not have any Memorandums of Understanding with the following groups.  But we do have informal and occasional financial support from the following groups:
· ACEP – American College of Emergency Physicians: The American College (ACEP) is the largest US professional society for Emergency Physicians, representing the vast majority since the inception of the specialty in the late 1970s. There is already an active relationship between this group an ACEP’s Informatics Section, many members of which have been instrumental in this effort. The EC working group is consequently fortunate to be populated with individuals well-known and experienced in the medical informatics community. ACEP has offered its support, not only to the EC working group, but also to HL7 in general. 
· AAEM – American Academy of Emergency Medicine: AAEM is also an Emergency Physician specialty society. Many emergency physicians are members in both societies, but some choose one or the other. AAEM requires certification by either the American Board of Emergency Medicine (ABEM) or the American Osteopathic Board of Emergency Medicine (AOBEM). The AAEM membership has been invited to participate in the EC working group effort, and one or more participants have already joined. 
· SAEM – Society for Academic Emergency Medicine The Society for Academic Emergency Medicine's (SAEM) mission is to foster emergency medicine's academic environment in research, education, and health policy through forums, publications, inter-organizational collaboration, policy development, and consultation services for teachers, researchers, and students. SAEM sponsored the groundbreaking 2004 Consensus Conference: Medical Informatics and Emergency Medicine, and has been very active in supporting this EC working group effort. 
· ENA – The Emergency Nurses Association (ENA) is the national Association for professional nurses dedicated to the advancement of emergency nursing practice. The ENA supports the work of the EC working group and views it as necessary to improve patient safety and increase efficiencies resulting in improved patient outcomes and lower costs.   
· International Emergency Societies: The EC working group will encourage and invite participation of international groups active in Emergency Medicine. As such, the following organizations have received formal invitation to participate in the EC working group process: the European Society of Emergency Medicine and the Australiasian Society of Emergency Medicine and Canadian Association of Emergency Physicians. 
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