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New Questions – in progress

((Note that these begin with a very high number – to avoid any confusion with the other set of questions/answers.  The numbers will be changed when the near-final Q/A below are moved into the "main" FAQ document.  Everything in double-parenthesis are comments to be deleted.))
Q901:   How is MIME used in conjunction with XML and CDA to convey images?

((This question phrased by Conny, after discussion of original Q1.  MIME discussion might be too much detail for FAQ.  White paper on implementation would be more appropriate place for it.  Maybe we can have a high-level answer here, and point to the specific places in the IG and reference any then-current whitepaper activity.  The following is an off-the-cuff response by mike…))
The answer to this is fairly technical, and is described more thoroughly in Section 2.4 of the Additional Information Specification (AIS) Implementation Guide.  From a general point of view, think of the scenario where you email images and other files to your friends.  Behind the scenes, your email program is creating a single package according to MIME standards, sends the package to each friend's computer, whereupon your friends' email program unpacks and displays the information in a way each friend can use it. MIME standards have been used for such purposes for many years. 
Q902:   Where can I find the CDA Release 2 Standard?
((This question was first posed to mike immediately after the NPRM was published, and I gave the then-current answer to the ASIG list on 10/4/2005.  The following is an updated answer.))
The CDA R2 Standard was first distributed on the HL7 compact disc (CD) titled "HL7 Interoperability Standard Version 3, Normative Edition 2005".  It is also available in the Bookstore at www.hl7.org   
Q903:   The final HIPAA specifications available at both WPC and HL7 are listed for sale – Why are these no longer "free" documents as they were a few years ago?  
((mike made that up, but it is a reasonable question to expect – maybe someone can phrase it a little better.  Here's mike's draft answer…))
Beyond the "volunteer" labor within the X12 and HL7 standards setting organizations, there are costs associated with the publication, storage, promotion, and distribution of any kind of standards document.  The specifications incorporated into HIPAA rulemaking also incur these costs.  Several years ago, these costs were paid under a special contract between HHS and the publishing company; however, there is no such contract in place today.  We do not know whether HHS intends to re-establish such a contract.  
Q904:  ((some sort of question related to CCD and its possible use as an attachment))
((mike couldn't think of a good question without doing some research, but there are likely to be lots of questions like that, for the CCD and other implementations of the CDA that are arising in various committees. Both providers and payers may have questions from different perspectives.))

xxx
Q905:   ((some sort of question related to CCHIT certification and whether attachments are included in any way))
((mike thinks this will also be a reasonable kind of question, especially on the provider side.  Some things that come into play are the CCD, and the networking aspects of security/privacy as it relates to sharing of documents.))
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