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SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION

This proposal recommends the revision of the description of the RIM class, Substance Administration, and its renaming as “Substance Consumption.”
	POSITION OF CONCERNED ORGANIZATIONS:



	ORG
	RECOMMENDATION APPROVAL STATUS
	AFFECTED ELEMENTS OF INTEREST TO ORG

	Patient Safety SIG
	Pending
	Class Description

	RCRIM TC
	Pending
	Class Description

	O&O TC
	Pending
	Class Description

	Pharmacy SIG
	Pending
	Class Description


ISSUE:

The developing discussion of substance administration and exposure, and the needs of adverse event reporting have brought up problems with the way that substance administration is named and described as a class within the RIM.
CURRENT STATE:

It is clear, from various discussions and from looking at the RIM text that the notion of substance goes far beyond the common sense notion of a person taking a prescribed drug.  Furthermore, HL7 methodology mandates that substance administration be used to represent such activities as eating a meal, consuming non-prescribed vitamins applying cosmetics to the face, dying ones hair.  However, persons reviewing HL7 models find it difficult to accept the notion that these activities should be modeled as substance administrations
OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

Do nothing.
Here is the current text:

Substance Administration

A substance administration is a type of act that involves introducing or otherwise applying a material into or to the subject.  The substance administration is distinguished from an exposure by the participation of a performer in the act.

Discussion: The substance administered by a performer physically interacts with the subject or is otherwise "taken in" by the subject during the act of administration indicated by the participation consumable.

Detailed information about the supplied substance is represented using the entity class or one of its subtypes.

The performer of a substance administration may be another entity such as a person, device, plant, e.g. poison ivy, animal, e.g. mosquito bite, or may be the same entity as the subject, as in self-administration.

For purposes of this definition, photons and other models of radiation or light energy are considered substances.

Substances may also include living entities such as live virus vaccines and other infectious materials containing infectious agents, e.g. saliva, blood products, etc. (Note: if the infectious agent is the subject of the substance administration, then the infectious agent is modeled as a "Living Subject.")

In the intent moods, substance administration represents the plan to apply a given material. This includes (but is not limited to) prescriptions in which it might also be associated with a request for supply.

In event mood, substance administration represents a record of the actual application of a substance.

Examples: Substance administration may be used to represent:

· Administration of a measurable quantity of an external force (e.g. radiotherapy)

· Administration of a measurable quantity of a substance or force as part of an investigative procedure (e.g. glucose administered in a glucose tolerance test).

· Chemotherapy regimens (multiple substance administrations)

· Drug prescription

· Vaccination record

· Tube feeding of a patient

· Agricultural field spraying

· Oiling a machine

· Medicating a herd in a feedlot via food additives

RATIONALE:

To clearly describe how the RIM class currently known as “Substance Administration” should be used.
RECOMMENDATION DETAILS:

It is recommended that the following name change and description change be made:

Substance Consumption

Substance consumption is a type of act that involves introducing or otherwise applying a material into or to the subject.  The substance administration is distinguished from an exposure by the direct contact between the substance and the consumer or subject.  In many cases, such as administration of a drug, it is also important to capture information about the performer of the administration  The notion of substance consumption includes the delivery of pharmaceuticals as an aspect of healthcare delivery.  It also includes a person’s use of a purchased or personally created product.  Clearly, it is possible for the performer and the subject to be the same individual.

Discussion: The substance administered by a performer physically interacts with the subject or is otherwise "taken in" by the subject during the act of administration indicated by the participation consumable.

Detailed information about the supplied substance is represented using the entity class or one of its subtypes.

The performer of a substance administration may be another entity such as a person, device, plant, e.g. poison ivy, animal, e.g. mosquito bite, or may be the same entity as the subject, as in self-administration.

For purposes of this definition, photons and other models of radiation or light energy are considered substances.

Substances may also include living entities such as live virus vaccines and other infectious materials containing infectious agents, e.g. saliva, blood products, etc. (Note: if the infectious agent is the subject of the substance consumption, then the infectious agent is modeled as a "Living Subject.")

In the intent moods, substance consumption represents the plan to apply a given material. This includes (but is not limited to) prescriptions in which it might also be associated with a request for supply.

In event mood, substance consumption represents a record of the actual application of a substance.

Examples: Substance consumption may be used to represent:

· Administration of a measurable quantity of an external force (e.g. radiotherapy)

· Administration of a measurable quantity of a substance or force as part of an investigative procedure (e.g. glucose administered in a glucose tolerance test).

· Chemotherapy regimens (multiple substance administrations)

· Drug prescription
· Eating an apple pie prepared at home.
· Vaccination record

· Tube feeding of a patient

· Agricultural field spraying

· Oiling a machine

· Medicating a herd in a feedlot via food additives

DISCUSSION:

Not included.
ACTION ITEMS:

M&M to implement recommendation.
RESOLUTION:

Withdrawn – due to lack of appropriate endorsement.
